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 he National Blue  
 Ribbon Schools Rec- 
 ognition Ceremony 

is held each year in Novem-
ber in Washington, DC. At 
the ceremony, school rep-
resentatives have an op-
portunity to share ideas, 
converse with US Depart-
ment of Education officials 
about excellence in educa-
tion and attend a network-
ing reception. Each school 

patmendoza 
staff writer

honored received a National 
Blue Ribbon School flag and 
plaque during the presenta-
tion and this was the third 
such presentation made to 
the Silva Magnet Campus,

Principal Fred Rojas, 
along with Silva HST teach-
er Monica Cortez received 
the award on behalf of the 
Silva Campus and Rojas 
said the award is a reflec-
tion of the hard work both 

T

see “Blue Ribbon” on page 3

The El Paso ISD’s De-
partment of Curriculum 
and Instruction has finally 
taken a step to ensure that 
parents and students alike 
are kept abreast of relevant 
information related to dis-
trict curriculum and sched-
uling. Following the lead 
of the Socorro ISD, which 
has, for a number of years, 
standardized its dissemina-
tion of information to the 
public, El Paso ISD has re-
vamped district and cam-
pus websites.

The new websites have 
been standardized across 
the district and campus 
content is now closely 
monitored and censured to 
ensure it reflects the stan-
dards of those within the 
department of curriculum 
and instruction.

“While we don’t quite 
know what the standards 
are or the guidelines for 
that matter, campuses are 
being tasked with ensuring 
each of their sites are up to 
date. This puts the respon-
sibility and workload back 
on the campus and frees us 
up in C&I,” said one dis-
trict official.

The new site provides an 
easy-to-read calendar of 
events along with campus 
news and events, as well as 
district forms and informa-
tion. The new websites can 
be found at episd.org/ the 
home campus name: ie. jef-
ferson or silva
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the faculty and students 
have put in to achieving 
high standards.

“We have the most out-
standing and intelligent stu-
dents of any campus here. 
They are truly focused and 
deliberate when it comes to 
the learning process. In ad-
dition, our faculty is second 
to none,” Rojas said. 



The original idea of this issue’s Golden Carp was to criti-
cally evaluate the performance of student council in their 

efforts to reach some of the goals they set out at the be-
ginning of the year. Remember the “Fox Palooza?”

However, after serious reflection, I’ve come to the 
conclusion that the lack of accomplishment on stu-
dent council’s part can be partially attributed to the 

student body as a whole. What does it take to motivate 
the student body and why should it take motivation to start 

with?  There use to be a time when students were motivated by the in-
trinsic reward they would receive. Now, it’s all about what’s in it for me, 
or do I get something free for doing it... extra credit perhaps.

Yes, student council has a job to enhance campus spirit, but it takes 
more than the handful of students within student council to do it. Some 
may say “I don’t have the time.” I’m too busy with studies, or work, or 
practice or whatever else they may have on their plate. 

We all have busy lives and we will always have busy lives. We live in 
a fast-food world. Never the less, colleges and employers expect more.  
There is an expectation that those applying would have a well-rounded 
and well-balanced life that includes more than just great study habits.  
They want to know what have you done to benefit others.

The Branding Iron awards this Golden Carp to those students who 
reap the rewards from others and sit quietly on the sidelines watching 
as a handful of students struggle to better both the campus and the com-
munity. 

Op/Ed
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BI Silva Magnet High School

In response to the failure to pass an immigration bill, former Presi-
dent Barack Obama, through executive action, initiated the immigra-
tion policy known as Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
in 2012. This action provided a two-year deferment from deportation, 
as well as  eligibility for a work permit for those entering the country 
illegally. 

The action gave minors, brought to the United States the ability to 
continue to reside in the U.S. legally. On September 5th, the Trump 
Administration formally declared the end of the program, following a 
court decision stating that the executive action was unconstitutional.

In addition to ending the DACA program, Trump said he will con-
tinue to fight to pass legislation that would end “chain migration,” as 
well as the diversity lottery program (which approves visas through a 
lottery). 

Chain migration is the term used to refer to those granted visas the 
ability to bring multiple family members into the U.S. and may include 
second and third cousins.

As a border city, this will affect us directly.
We disagree with ending this policy completely. Although DACA 

was an unconstitutional executive order put in place by Obama, it has 
already provided protection to more than 800,000 individuals and it 
would be immoral to revoke that immigration status from these immi-
grants.  The dreamers were brought to the U.S. as children by their par-
ents; it was not their choice to come and when DACA was enacted, many 
of the dreamers did not know that it was an unconstitutional order.

It is our belief that the program should no longer accept new appli-
cants, since DACA has been declared unconstitutional, but it should 
continue to provide protection for the dreamers that are already 
here in the U.S. and were protected by the program.

It’s tough to get brow beat every day for 
not doing this or not doing that.  In fact, it’s 

tough to even contribute knowing that, more 
often than not, your contributions will go un-

noticed. For years, the many accomplishments of 
the National Honor Society have been just that —  

unnoticed.  In fact, quietly, behind the scenes, the 
campus NHS has participated in various community 

service projects that have included toy drives, feed-
ing and clothing the needy, campus clean-ups, tutor-

ing and promoting spirit.
Who knew?

The hours that these students contribute to the community and cam-
pus are staggering, to say the least. But, once again, who knew?

The students in NHS don’t ask for a pat on the back or public recogni-
tion.  Granted, service hours are required, but many, if not most, of the 
members go far beyond what is required to help those in need. 

This issue’s Golden Carp goes to each of those students in the NHS, as 
well as former sponsor Jessica Akçinar.  For years, they have continued 
to selflessly give back to this campus and this community. They are true 
Foxes and unsung heroes on campus. We have all benefited from their 
work and look forward to other successes.

The Golden Harp

The Golden Carp

Dreamers face uncertainty with 
looming Congressional deadline

by alex solis

by alex solis
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Silva receives Blue Ribbon Award
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staff writer
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Dreamers...
While the problem of immigration 
remains one of the more challenging 
obstacles the country faces, particu-
larly in El Paso, officials have made it 
clear that the border wall is a go and 
chain migration will stop...page 5

n an effort to recognize schools whose stu-
dents achieve high levels or have made sig-
nificant progress in closing achievement 

gaps among minority and disadvantaged stu-
dents, the U.S. Department of Education annu-
ally honors those campuses with the National 
Blue Ribbon Award.

This year, campus administrators notified 
both faculty and staff that the Silva Magnet cam-
pus had been nominated to compete for the 2017 
school year.

Since 1982, the U.S. Department of Education 
has looked for schools where students attain and 
maintain high academic goals.

According to the agency, the program honors 
both public and private institutes based on one 
of two criteria:

1. Schools whose students, regardless of back-
grounds, are high performing. These are schools 
that are ranked among the state’s highest per-
forming campuses as measured by their perfor-
mances on state measured assessments.

2. Schools with at least 40 percent of their 
students from disadvantaged backgrounds that 
improve students performance to high levels as 
measured by the campus’ performance on state 
assessments or nationally-normed tests.

This year, almost 300 public and 50 private 
schools were honored at an awards ceremony in 
Washington D.C. and joined the more than 8,500 
previous recipients.

More than 400 schools nation-wide can be 
nominated and each state’s chief school officer 
nominates those campuses. These campuses are 
then invited to submit an application for recog-
nition as a Blue Ribbon School. This year, 28 
Texas schools made the cut to receive the cov-
eted award.

While in the preliminary stage for the 2017 
award, the Silva Magnet Campus had experience 
with the submission of forms and protocol, after 
receiving the award twice before, in 2003 and 
2011.

Principal Fred Rojas said this is something 
that faculty, staff and students should take pride 
in.

“It gives us each a lot of pride knowing that 
we were recognized as one of the top schools in 
the country,” Rojas said.

Campus administrators were given just a few 
weeks to complete the mandatory application 
and submit it to the Texas Education Agency.

From that point, the applications were then 
reviewed for possible recognition as a National 
Blue Ribbon School and both Rojas, as well as 
Silva HST Teacher Monica Cortez were there in 

Washington to accept the award and recogni-
tion. Silva was just one of two schools in the El 
Paso ISD campuses to receive the award, along 
with Dr. Green Elementary. There were just 28 
campuses throughout the state to receive the 
honor.

The Department invites National Blue Ribbon 
School nominations from the top education offi-

cial in all states, the District of Columbia, Puerto 
Rico, the Virgin Islands, the Department of De-
fense Education Activity and the Bureau of In-
dian Education. Private schools are nominated 
by The Council for American Private Education.

For a list of all 2017 National Blue Ribbon 
Schools, visit https://www2.ed.gov/programs/
nclbbrs/index.html.

I

Silva students were recognized 
earlier this month in the large 
gym with the news that, 
through their hard work, the 
campus and district can once 
again boast that Silva is a 
National Blue Ribbon Award 
winning campus.

Christian Luna and Esmeralda 
Gonzalez listened carefully to 
campus and district representa-
tives congratulate them on 
their hard work to make Silva 
a three-time National Blue Rib-
bon award-winning campus.

Principal Fred Rojas calls students to the large 
gym to recognize their hard work and dedica-
tion after receiving the news that Silva had been 
awarded the National Blue Ribbon.

photos by danielle narimissaei
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Dreamers suffer nightmares of deportation 

Eight looming prototypes of 
the “Wall” rose from the Cali-
fornia desert in San Diego 
were in keeping with Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s promise 
for a “physically imposing” 
barrier between the U.S. 
and Mexico to stop illegal 
immigration, drug trafficking 
and human smuggling.

reamers have been anxiously waiting for 
Trump to officially declare the future of 
DACA, the program that protected them 

from being kicked out of the United States. On 
Tuesday, September 5, the Trump administration 
formally announced the end of the program. 
Then on September, 13, he changed his mind. 
He announced that no formal deal was made that 
night but on September 14, he tweeted, “Does 
anybody really want to throw out good, educated 
and accomplished young people who have jobs, 
some serving in the military? Really! They have 
been in our country for many years through 
no fault of their own — brought in by parents 
at a young age. Plus BIG border security.” For 
someone who was once strongly against DACA, 
his words came as a shock to all of his supporters. 
Trump’s tweets later 
indicated that no deal 
would be made unless 
it included funding tor his 
proposed “Border Wall.”
In turn, Senate Minority Leader 
Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y. and 
House Minority Leader Nancy 
Pelosi, D-Calif. said “Trump’s 
tweets are not inconsistent 
with the agreement reached 
last night.” They added that, 
“We agreed that the President 
would support enshrining 
DACA protections into law, 
and encourage the House and Senate to act.”
What began as a bipartisan effort to finally 
address the potential millions of illegal aliens or 
undocumented immigrants that have ventured 
into the United States, both U.S. Senators Dick 
Durbin (D) and Orrin Hatch (R) introduced The 
Dream Act (s. 1291) in 2001. The bill would have 
created a process for these illegal immigrants 
to apply for conditional residency, based upon 
their age at the time of entry into the U.S.
The proposed legislation would have required 
applicants to provide proof that they entered the 
states before the age of 16 and had continued 

D
jaceybenson 
editor-in-chief

to live in the U.S. for five years to establish 
conditional residency.  In addition, those 
applicants would have had to graduate from 
high school or obtain a GED, demonstrate good 
moral character and pass a criminal background 
check.
Once those standards were met, the candidate 
would then be able to apply for permanent 
residency by attendance in a post secondary 
educational institution or two years of service in 
the United States Military.
Unfortunately for many, The Dream Act failed to 
pass the senate and, in 2010, a revised version 
was introduced and passed the U.S. House of 
Representatives (H.R. 6497).  
Despite bipartisan support, the bill failed in 
the senate — losing important support over the 
course of 10 years.
Critics of the bill stated the proposed legislation 
would reward illegal activity and create an 

incentive for minor children 
to enter the United States.
In response to the failure 
to pass the bill, former 
President Barack Obama, 
through executive action, 
initiated the immigration 
policy known as Deferred 
Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA) in 2012. 
This action provided a 
two-year deferment from 
deportation, as well as  
eligibility for a work permit.
The Obama Executive 

Action requirements for participation states 
that participants in DACA must be under the age 
of 31, have entered the United States by their 
16th birthday and have not been convicted of a 
felony, significant misdemeanor or pose a threat 
to public safety.
According to officials, in the five years since 
DACA was enacted, more than 800,00 individuals 
across the country have received protections 
from deportation.
Those protections, unless Congress acts before 
March, will end and President Donald Trump 
blamed Obama for creating a program by 

circumventing the legislative process for DACA’s 
demise.
“It’s now time for Congress to act,” Trump said.
Trump said the winding down of the program 
is a much more considerate act than letting the 
courts end it and forcing millions of people out 
immediately.
“As I’ve said before, we will resolve the DACA 
issue with heart and compassion — but through 
the lawful Democratic process — while at the 
same time ensuring that any immigration 
reform we adopt provides enduring benefits 
for the American citizens we were elected to 
serve.  We must also have heart and compassion 
for unemployed, struggling and forgotten 
Americans,” Trump said.
United States Attorney General Jeff Sessions 
said enforcing the laws currently on the books is 
the compassionate thing to do.
“There is nothing compassionate about failure 
to enforce immigration laws.  Enforcing the law 
saves lives, protects communities and taxpayers 
and prevents human suffering.” Sessions added 
that “failure to enforce the laws in the past has 
put our nation at risk of crime, violence and even 
terrorism.  The compassionate thing is to end 
the lawlessness, enforce our laws,” Session said.
If Congress were not to act by March, more 
than 300,000 people would lose their status and 
would be in violation of the law. An additional 
500 plus thousand would follow in the year to 
come — all facing penalties and deportation.
A number of campuses within the El Paso ISD and 
other surrounding districts have large migrant 
populations that may be greatly affected by the 
legislation or lack thereof and Principal Fred 
Rojas said it is important to be prepared for any 
outcome.
“I can’t predict the future, however, our campus 
is ready to serve and accommodate in policy and 
support what is required from our district and 
the government to accommodate our students,” 
Rojas said, adding “The best solution for this 
type of change would be to brand our campus in 
different ways, to make more opportunities and 
programs available to students and look at what 
other schools are doing.”
According to data collected by Educators for 

As I’ve said before, we will 
resolve the DACA issue with 
heart and compassion—but 
through the lawful Democratic 
process...”
— President Donald Trump

“
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Campus and district officials take 
stand against bullying, while con-
cerns rise nationally amidst the 
increase in teen suicide... page 6
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Questions remain unanswered

 girl sways to the beat of the music, not 
caring about the strangers she was 

bumping into. Her body ached from moving 
nonstop, but in that moment, with her hand 
intertwined with her sister’s, everything in the 
world was perfect. She could practically feel the 
music in her chest, no longer able to decipher 
the bass from the beating of her own heart. For 
the past year, she had been waiting for this night 
and now it had finally arrived. She never wanted 
it to end.

Initially, she dismissed the popping sounds as 
those of firecrackers someone had snuck in, it 
didn’t register in her mind as anything else until 
the warmth of her sister’s hand left hers. Nothing 
could be heard over the sounds of screaming but 
she swore she could hear her little sister’s body 
hitting the ground just at her feet. All she could 
do was drop by her sister’s side, clutching her 
hand in hers. Maybe if she held on tight enough 
she could go back to before. Maybe she could go 
back to before she bought her the tickets for her 
birthday. Maybe she could go back to before the 
slow rolling blood drop from her forehead turned 
to a puddle beneath her. Maybe she could bring 
the warmth back to her baby sister’s hands. It 
was her job, as the older sister, to protect her, to 
keep her safe from the world, and she failed. She 
cursed herself for wishing the night would never 
end because she knew now it wouldn’t; it would 
forever play in her mind. She would forever 
wonder if she did enough.

Mandalay Bay Hotel and Casino has some of the 
most luxurious rooms of any resort on Las Vegas 
Boulevard and 64-year-old retired accountant 
Stephen Paddock, who had made millions 
gambling in Vegas, checked into Mandalay Bay’s 
1,700 square foot Vista Suite on the 32nd floor 
on October 28th. Overlooking the Las Vegas 
Village, almost 500 yards away, a popular venue 
for outdoor concerts and surrounded by other 
well-known hotels including the Luxor and the 
Tropicana, Paddock seemed to have found a 
comfortable spot to spend another weekend. Yet, 
gambling was not what Paddock had in mind for 
this particular weekend.

Paddock was a resident of Mesquite, which 
borders the Arizona State line, and mainly 
kept to himself. Before that night, he had no 
criminal record but nearly five decades earlier 
in the same town, his father, Benjamin Hoskins 

Paddock, was on the run from the FBI and a 
prominent member of its 10 Most Wanted List. In 
1960, Stephen Paddock’s father was accused of 
robbing banks in Arizona; when agents tried to 
approach him in Las Vegas, he ran. Eventually, 
he surrendered and in 1961 and he was convicted 
of bank robbery resulting in a sentence of 20 
years in federal prison but in 1969, he escaped.

Stephen Paddock, with no criminal record of 
his own, locked himself in his suite with 17 guns, 
12 of which were modified with “bump stocks,” – 
a device that allows semiautomatic rifles to fire 
at a faster rate, similar to that of an automatic 
rifle.

At 9:59 P.M., James Aldean began to close his 
set and the Route 91 Harvest Festival concert 
when Jesus Campos, a security guard at the 
Mandalay Bay, who had been patrolling the halls, 
checked on an open door near Paddock’s room. 
Initially Campos planned to use the stairwells to 
get there but he couldn’t get past a barricaded 
door and was forced to use the elevator. Through 
the cameras strategically placed in the hallway, 
Paddock watched Campos approaching and fired 
through the door and wall at the unsuspecting 
and unlicensed security guard. With a bullet 
lodged in his leg, Campos managed to contact 
hotel security, who in turn contacted authorities. 
It was too late. At 10:05 P.M. Paddock smashed 
a window and began his assault firing randomly 
into the crowd of more than 20,000.

Six hundred seconds can last a lifetime when 
you’re running for your life, unsure if you will 
ever see your family again, unsure if you will 
even survive another minute. Six hundred 
seconds was all it took to forever impact the 
lives of thousands of people and Chris Erickson 
recounted those six hundred seconds that 
changed his life.

“I hope that nobody has to go through 
anything like that ever. It’s not a comfortable 
situation in any manner and for us, that were 
directly affected by it. There’s going to be a 
long-term effect. It’s something that we’re never 
going to forget. I can still close my eyes and see 
the person that was next to us who was shot,” 
Erickson said.

Erickson recounted that the night had 
appeared to be normal, enjoyable evening for 
him, his wife, and his father-in-law but he soon 
realized it was anything but.

“We were there as a family with some friends 
just trying to enjoy the concert and we heard 
some popping. We thought it was firecrackers 
that someone had snuck in. We looked around 

and didn’t see anything. We turned back to watch 
the concert and there was more popping. At that 
point in time two of the people that we were with, 
my father-in-law included, fell,” Erickson said.

As chaos erupted, Erickson soon realized that 
those popping sounds were not fireworks, but 
shots being fired into the crowd.

“Where we were positioned, we couldn’t really 
run so we stayed down as a group throughout 
the rest of the shooting,” Erickson said.

Erickson said he tried to comfort his father-
in-law throughout the rampage, but was limited 
as to what he could accomplish.

“Both people that we were with were shot in 
the head, and during that time I saw some stuff 
that I will definitely not forget … when the first 
responders and others, carried my father-in-
law, we followed them, scared as we were. We 
were all crouched down running as fast as we 
could through the concert venue to another area 
where they were checking on my father-in-law. 
We knew he was still breathing,” Erickson said.

“While we were laying down in the concert 
area with my father-in-law, we would hear people 
scream and run. We could hear people running 
and trying to jump over fences to get to safety 
and that’s when even more shooting began. You 
could hear and see the bullets flying over you but 
you don’t know where they were coming from 
which just added more fright,” Erickson said

“There were other people that told us to try 
and get under a trailer. They stuck us under 
there so we didn’t know if it was over yet. We felt 
like there wasn’t much we could do at that time 
other than just lay there with her father. Finally, 
somebody pulled us out from under there, but 
my father-in-law was already gone at that point 
in time.

A

see “A Vegas Massacre” on page 8

Questions still remain 
why 64-year-old retired 
accountant Stephen 
Paddock, a resident 
of Mesquite, which 
borders the Arizona 
State line and made 
millions gambling in 
Vegas, killed 58 people 
and injured 546 others, 
making this the deadli-
est shooting in modern 
U.S. history.

On the Vegas Strip: Planning and Preparation

Six Hundred Seconds Lasted a Lifetime

Scrambling to Just Try to Stay Alive



     “If nothing happens to them, they’ll find a 
way to get back, either here at school or 
not.  They make fun of you and write stuff 
about you online and spread rumors.”

Online bullying, commonly referred to as 
cyberbullying too has led some students to 
take their life, as was the case with Phoebe 
Prince, a 15-year-old South Hadley High 
School student in Northhampton Mass., 
who hanged herself after months of harass-
ment.

According to reports, Prince, who had re-
cently arrived from Ireland, had a brief re-
lationship with a varsity football player and 
was driven to suicide following daily taunts 
from a group of students.

Prosecutors say a group of students 
would harass her through Twitter, Face-
book, Myspace and phone texts.  Those 
texts and posts called Prince an Irish slut 
and whore.  Eventually, those verbal as-
saults turned physical. 

Subsequently, nine teens now face charg-
es including statutory rape, violation of civ-
il rights with bodily injury, criminal harass-
ment and stalking.

According to Prince’s mother, she had 
spoken with the school’s staff about the bul-
lying but administrators failed to intervene.

Administrative failure was all too evi-
dent at Rutgers University some say, where 
many claim the lack of campus leaders to 
ensure that all students become aware of 
bullying policies led to the death of 18 year-
old freshman Tyler Clementi. 

Three days after Clementi’s roommate Dha-
run Ravi and another student Molly Wei live 
streamed Clementi in a sexual encounter with 
another male student, Clementi jumped to his 
death from the George Washington Bridge.  

The only note left was a post on his facebook 
page. 

“Jumping off the gw bridge sorry.”
Ravi and Wei now face five years each in pris-

on for violating New Jersey’s privacy laws.
Columnist Dan Savage said he wished he could have just said something 

to Clementi and others who were the victims of bullycide in order to stop 
them from taking their lives.

“I realized that I could talk to each and every one through such media 
forms as YouTube and Twitter,” Savage said.

Savage started the “It Gets Better” project which is a collection of short 
video blogs from celebrities and others that provide one simple message: 
“Don’t give up.”

According to the NASP, some children may bully others in an effort to 
“fit in,” even though they may feel uncomfortable about it.

“Society must cease defending bullying behavior as part of growing up 
or having the attitude of ‘kids will be kids.’”  

While all bullying cases are different, Caldera said one thing remains 
the same in addressing the problem and that is involving the parents of 
those involved and that the campus has the same zero tolerance policy that 
the district does.

“Every situation is different, however, we will conduct a full investiga-
tion to build a case which we can act on.  Our priority is the safety and 
welfare of every student on this campus,” Caldera said.

“L
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Bullied to Death
t’s every student’s dream: To be hoisted on the shoulders of others and 
carried through a crowd of peers and well-wishers who sing praises.  
Very few, however, achieve such rec-

ognition.  
Ashkan Sultani, a 15-year-old Lantz-

ville high school student did, but he nev-
er saw it.

As the pall-bearers made their way 
through narrow isles, Sultani’s friends 
tried to remember the best of him, rath-
er than an image of him hanging from 
a thin, poorly tied cord that forced his 
body to twitch and struggle for air.

Sultani was just an average kid in an 
average school and the victim of bully-
cide. 

In the wake of a recent string of sui-
cides across the country, the US De-
partment of Education is now stepping 
in with stern warnings.  Through the 
departments’ office for civil rights, a 
10-page letter was recently released in-
forming schools and school districts 
that failing to adequately respond to 
bullying places campus administrators 
and district officials in violation of anti-
discrimination laws. 

In her letter, Assistant Secretary for 
Civil Rights Russlyn Ali, stated that 
school administrators should under-
stand their legal obligations and failure 
to adhere to certain procedures may be 
a violation of an individual’s civil rights.

“In all cases, schools should have well 
publicized policies prohibiting harass-
ment and procedures for reporting and 
resolving complaints that will alert the 
school to incidents of harassment.”

While that is certainly not the case here on the Jefferson campus, steps 
have been taken by district officials to provide a detailed outline covering 
the various types of bullying from physical to cyberbulling on the campus 
and district websites. 

Assistant Principal Raul Caldera said the campus administration con-
tinues to ensure students that teachers know there is a district policy on 
bullying and they are there to intervene on a child’s behalf.

Caldera  said the administration distributed the district policy at the 
first in-service of the year and reinforced the district’s policy on zero tol-
erance, adding that bullying is completely unacceptable on the Jefferson 
and Silva campus.

“I do want to give more strategies to prevent a problem by getting par-
ents and faculty more involved because it’s a team effort,” Caldera said.

The National Association of School Psychologists however reported 
that a study from the American Medical Association indicated that more 
than 3.2 million sixth through tenth graders are the victims of moderate 
to serious bullying each year.

Additionally, the NASP found that more than two-thirds of students 
believe that school officials responded poorly and that approximately 25 
percent of teachers see nothing wrong with bullying.

Caldera said the school does need to do a better job of advertising what 
exactly bullying is and communicating with students about it.

“I am passionate about this issue and take every complaint seriously.  
Bullying is something that I, and the rest of the administrative team will 
not tolerate,” Caldera said.

While administrators say they are now taking a more serious look at 
bullying, it’s still up to the student or students to report occurrences.  
Yet, some students claim they fear reprisals if they make a report.

“It only gets worse if you turn someone in,” said a Silva student.  

Kim Myers holds a photo 
of her son Brandon who, 
along with others such as 
Phoebe Prince and Eric Mohat, 
committed suicide because 
they were bullied at both at 
school and over the internet.

Feature
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bare the thought of not being there for them,” 
Thummel said.

  Both Galvez and Venegas continue to expand 
Jefferson/Silva’s Pink Week, as well as those who 
participate in the event and Club 365.  Students 
are encouraged to join by contacting Galvez 
(room 322 Silva), Venegas (room 315 Silva) or 
Thummel  (room 301 Silva) for more informa-
tion.

Pink Foxes symbolize more than a 
team name that was created years ago. 
Pink Foxes is a story about our youth 
impacting their community in unimagi-

nable ways while making strides against breast 
cancer through their affiliation with the Ameri-
can Cancer Society since 2009. With Silva Health 
Magnet teachers Denise Galvez, Sharon Venegas 
and Katherine Thummel leading the charge, stu-
dents were eager to participate and give back 
to their community and, what began as a small 
community service project, has now become one 
of our school’s yearly traditions. 

The goal of the Pink Foxes is to promote 
breast cancer awareness and raise donations 
for the American Cancer Society. All these dona-
tions remain in our community to help women 
and men affected by breast cancer.

Each year, two students are selected as coor-
dinators for this event. Students who are select-
ed to coordinate Pink Foxes have demonstrated 
strong leadership skills, involvement in their 
school, and a genuine willingness to serve oth-
ers. 

This year’s event coordinators were Silva 
Health Magnet Juniors and Club 365 officers Di-
sha Ganjegunte and Karla Guaderrama. 

As event coordinators, Ganjegunte and Guad-
errama hosted weekly Pink Foxes meetings, or-
ganized after school door decorating, collected 
donations, helped coordinate our Pink Pep Ral-
ly, as well as assisted with all other activities. 

Aside from her work with the Pink Foxes, 
Gunjegunte is also President of Club 365 and en-
sures events like Pink Week, Golden Foxes and 
the Cystic Fibrosis Walk are well-coordinated.

During the Pink Rally, a number of speakers 
shared their own personal stories of how cancer 
has impacted their lives and the lives of those 
they love.

Thummel said the Pink Fox tradition contin-
ued this year with the focus being on awareness 
and early detection, while hoping students dis-
seminate information they received throughout 
the week to the community and their loved ones.

Thummel said it’s important to get the word 
out that self-checks are vital in the early detec-
tion process.

“I discovered a lump in my right breast dur-
ing my monthly self-check.  I immediately made 
an appointment with my doctor and I was then 
scheduled for a detailed mammogram, ultra-
sound and lastly a needle biopsy.

“I was diagnosed with metastatic malignant 
breast cancer stage II and triple negative breast 
cancer.”

Triple negative breast cancer is determined 
when cancer cells are tested negative for es-
trogen receptors (ER-), progesterone receptors 
(PR-), and HER2 (HER2-). 

Thummel added that she has a wonderful fam-
ily that continues to provide support.

“I normally have a very positive attitude — so 
that never changed.  It actually made it easier.  
The worst part of the battle was the loss of my 
hair.  I love my hair! It was hard to recognize 
myself in the mirror.

“I knew I had to fight with all I had because I 
love my children and husband so much. I couldn’t 

lettyavalos 
staff writer

“L

Silva Health Magnet teachers Sharon Venegas and Denise Galvez motivate 
students through personal stories of courage, while encouraging others to raise 
awareness for breast cancer.

Welding instructor John Gable dressed as a pink elephant to celebrate life during 
the pink rally in front of the gym. photos by danielle narimissaei

Campus celebrates Pink Week
faculty share stories of survival

Feature

Both Jefferson and Silva students 
engaged in Pink Week Celebration 
activities, such as tug of war, to support 
and raise awareness for breast cancer.
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Honor students help El Paso’s needy

Claire Rafaei and Kevin Elizando of the National Honor Society organize clothes to be distributed to the needy of El Paso at 
the county coliseum during “Sharefest,” one of the group’s largest service projects of the year.  photo by katie rafaei

his past October, the Jeffer-
son/ Silva National Honor 
Society members and other 

organizations gathered to volun-
teer for the fifth annual Sharefest, 
the biggest community service 
event of the year. This event was 
held at the El Paso Country Coli-
seum to help provide the needy of 
El Paso with clothing for the cold 
winter months.

Pastor Barney Fields created this 
event on behalf of the El Paso for 
Jesus Organization. Along with 
other pastors, this organization 
creates community service events 
around the city. Sharefest has be-
come one of the biggest events in 
Fields’s list of community service 
events. He says Sharefest was in-
spired by his faith and love to help 
others, but also to see how the El 
Paso community united to help one 
another.

People around the city and coun-
try donated items such as clothes, 
shoes, toys, and bed supplies which 
were then transferred to the coli-
seum so that those who needed 
such items could stop by and take 
what they wanted. Many visited the 
Coliseum to find those such items 
which covered more than one hun-

dred tables. Anything left over was 
donated to the Candlelighters orga-
nization.

The National Honor Society mem-
bers have been able to participate 
in this event and President Alheli 
Romero said she was happy that 
Jefferson/ Silva’s NHS could offer 
another year of help at the event.

“It has been an honor to support 
Sharefest for consecutive years and 
we would be happy to do it again for 
such a great cause,” Romero said.

Secretary Roseanne Candelar-
ia, of the National Honor Society, 
talked about her experience at 
Sharefest where she explains how 
much she enjoyed helping others.

“I enjoyed my time by helping 
families find the clothes they need-
ed to help them through the upcom-
ing seasons,” Candelaria said.” One 
of my favorite moments from this 
past Saturday was helping a little 
girl find long sleeve shirts. When 
we found shirts for her, her face lit 
up and it was one of the most hum-
bling experiences seeing her be 
happy.”

Other clubs and organizations 
also decided to come and support 
the cause. Non-profit organization, 
El Paso Lions Downtown Club, also 
participated to help those in need. 
Since 1917, the club has helped 

fight blindness by recycling eye 
glasses. Volunteers would sort them 
by prescription and package them 
so they could be distributed in low 
and middle income communities. 

For many years, their mission 
has been to provide vision for all 
people by extending their commit-
ment to the SightFirst Program, 
which works to eradicate blindness. 
District Governor of the Lions Club, 
John Feighery, attended Sharefest 
and was happy to help with some-
thing different than what they are 
usually known for.

“We are an organization that is 
known to fight blindness, but we 
also like to serve the community as 
stated in our motto,” Feighery said. 
“We like to help people in different 
ways and Sharefest is an event that 
helps people of all ages.”

Through their efforts, Fields 
and his partner Simon Cortez have 
helped thousands through this or-
ganization in the last five years and 
hope to continue lending aid with 
the help of the generous people of 
El Paso.

T
itzelelizalde
staff writer

The people were loading him up in a vehicle they had found and 
transported him to a hospital. The people helping told us we needed to 
just get out of there and told us to run across the concert venue, but we 
didn’t know what else to do.

“I called my parents and that was probably one of the hardest calls I had 
ever had to make, tell my parents about the incident. We were running and 
wanted them to know just in case anything else happened and we didn’t 
make it. We wanted to let them know that we did love them — that I love 
them — so at least they knew that.”

Six hundred seconds later the shooting stopped and at 11:20 P.M. 
police stormed Paddock’s room, only to find his lifeless body. Paddock, 
according to the officials, had died from a self-inflicted gunshot wound. In 
his suite, police found 17 guns, ammunition, magazines capable of holding 
hundreds of rounds, and, in his car, in the parking lot, officers discovered 
ammonium nitrate – a chemical used in bomb-making. Police have not yet 
been able to determine the motive behind the attack but they reportedly 
believe he acted alone and have not labeled it as domestic terrorism 
because they do not know the motivation behind the attack. The FBI did 
later announce that it was determined that Paddock had no connection 
to any international terrorist groups. In less than 10 minutes, Paddock 
had killed 58 people and injured 546 others, making this the deadliest 
shooting in modern U.S. history.

“We just kept walking away from the Mandalay Bay and getting as far 
away from the Las Vegas trip as possible,” Erickson said.

“I have not been paying attention to the news. You had to be there and 
live it,” Erickson added, to truly understand this nightmare.

Both local and federal officials continue to investigate the motives 
behind Paddock’s assault and whether anyone else may be tied to the 
murders he committed and lives he destroyed.

2018

Pete Joseph’s

Pro Shop
School Jackets • Embroidery

Chenille Emblems
Monogramming • Screen Printing

Trophies • Plaques • Awards
Engraving

8951 Dyer St. (915) 751-4551
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 “A Vegas Massacre” ... continued from page 5
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SportsBI ron

randing More than just Winning...
The Jefferson/Silva Varsity Football 
Team, despite a lack-luster season, 
made it to district and now prepares 
for a new year and a new season.

Foxes fall short in playoffs
ven if all the stars were in 
their correct alignment and 
the football gods blessed the 

Foxes, one couldn’t ask for a more 
perfect turn of events for Jefferson 
on their way to a state title.

In their final district game, with 
a 1-5 district record, the Foxes were 
a long shot to survive Bowie’s (1-5 
in district) march to a post-season 
playoff spot. But, survive they did 
and brought home the South-side 
rivalry helmet as proof.

In a 16-6 deficit, the Foxes 
rallied in their traditional season-
closing game at the Sun Bowl with 
20 unanswered points and a second 
half interception to seal Bowie’s 
fate.

In addition, the November 11 
game gave the Foxes an unheard of 
and unique opportunity, following 
a loss by El Paso High and Irvin. 
With five teams finishing 2-5 in 
district play, it was up to the flip 
of a coin to determine which would 
represent 1-5A against Eastlake in 
the SAC on November 17.

Foxes Head Coach Tony 
Martinez, along with coaches from 
Austin, El Paso, Irvin and Bowie 
all met in the Sun Bowl Press Box 
after Saturday’s game to flip for 
the chance to advance. One by one, 
almost as if time had slowed to 
a halt, each coin from four other 
schools fell tail side up and the sole 
coin that fell heads up belonged to 
Martinez.

It had been 20 years since 
Jefferson had seen a playoff berth 
and nearly 30 years since the 
Foxes advanced past bi-district.  
Unfortunately, the Foxes will 
continue to wait for a post bi-
district advancement following 
their fall from grace at the hands 
of Eastlake.

From the first kick-off, it was 
easy to get a sense of where the 
game was headed as the Falcons 
dominated the Foxes 56-13 — 
bringing a close to the underdog’s 
3-8 season.

E
kiaraharroyo 
staff writer

Martinez said now it’s time to get 
back to work and, since the season 
ending game, has had the team 
working weights in preparation for 
next year’s season.

“We are losing 18 seniors and we 
have maybe 3 juniors coming up, so 
we’ll have a lot of sophomores and 
even freshmen,” Martinez said.

Martinez, who has been 
battling numbers, continues to 

seek placement in a 1-4A Division 
with smaller schools; however, 
the campus’ enrollment numbers 
prevent the move.  

The Jefferson/Silva campus has 
nearly 1,200 students.  Yet, the vast 
majority are females who don’t go 
out for football.

“Well, obviously I would like to 
recruit more and concentrate on 
ways to keep building on the kids 

achievement.
“We’ve targeted Henderson. 

We’re developing a camp to recruit 
more kids to expand the program 
and build upon the successes we 
have already made,” Martinez said.

Martinez added that next year’s 
schedule is already out and favors 
the campus’ numbers.

Jose Cortez and Christian Lara push Bowie’s defense 
away in order to open a running lane for Jose Rubio prior to 
scoring in the third quarter of the game at the UT El Paso 
Sunbowl.

Andy Cortez and Jose Rubio celebrate their score to clinch 
the win against the Bowie Bears in the final minutes of play 
at UT El Paso’s Sunbowl Stadium.

Hector Cantu and Jose Garcia back up Oscar Buenrostro as 
he stops Bowie’s ability to move the ball down field.
photos by marissa sandoval
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LifestyleBI ron

randing
It’s All About the Fans...
a collaboration video, showcasing 
how her songs have connected Dua 
with her fans in now in release, while 
she would  like to extend the collo-
barations to high school students.... 
page 12

gabrielgonzalez 
staff writer

iphone 
Extreme

alextsutsumi 
staff writer

Now, for our favorite yearly tradition: the 
reveal of the new i-phone. This year, Apple 
threw us a curve ball as they revealed their 
2 new i-phones. One of them, the i-phone 8, 
seems like what we would expect from Apple; 
in other words: the same phone as last year but 
with better specs. But, Apple, decided to bless 
us, by revealing the i-phone X too. The new and 
improved phone, that truly conveys the future. 
You thought that getting rid of the headphone 
jack was innovative? Well, think again; as the 
new phone got rid of the headphone jack and 
the home button, to truly show us what Apple 
is really capable of, they left many seething 
at the thought of re-learning basic phone 
actions. At $1,000, the new phone that boasts 
Apple’s potential can be yours. And, although 
you might hate it, you cannot deny that you 
may just buy it.

Apple brought to the market, for the first 
time, even beating out Android manufacturers, 
Face ID, a TrueDepth camera system that 
includes a flood illuminator, a dot projector 
that projects 30,000 infrared dots on your 
face, an infrared camera and a 7-megapixel 
front camera. Then you have the standard 
ear speaker that doubles as one of two stereo 
speakers, proximity sensor, ambient light 
sensor and a microphone.

On the iphone X, with no home button, you 
have a brand new way to navigate it. It is a 
monumental success and every Apple employee 
on the design and software engineering team 
should be incredibly proud. They have taken 
what was the entire main user interface of the 
world’s most beloved operating system, the 
entire interaction paradigm that has shaped 
the modern smartphone industry, and changed 
it for the better. 

he much-anticipated DC Comics film Jus-
tice League has hit theaters. Directed by 
Zack Snyder, the film is shadowed by fan 

doubt as Batman V. Superman: Dawn of Justice 
left many in disappointment with the story line 
and character development of one of DC’s most 
well-known heroes.
 It is the first film which officially brings DC’s 
characters together similar to how Marvel has 
brought intertwined its characters. After hav-
ing had their own movies, characters Batman, 
Superman and Wonder Woman come together to 
save the planet along with other new characters, 
some of whom are expected to receive their own 
films following Justice League.
 Marvel has been building what they call the 
Marvel Cinematic Universe together for years 
with films such as the Iron Man, Captain Ameri-
ca, and Thor series to create The Avengers. War-
ner Bros. hasn’t stated if, after Justice League, 
they intend to continue integrating characters 
to compete with Marvel’s large franchise. Sny-
der revealed they are waiting to see how fans re-

act to Justice League before creating plans for a 
part two.
The film is set to star Ben Affleck and Gal Gadot 
in their previous DC Comics roles as Batman and 
Wonder Woman. Henry Cavill’s character (Su-
perman) is set to be involved in the story line 
for the new film after his death in Batman V Su-
perman. However, it is unclear exactly how his 
character is set to return. Audiences will also be 
able to see new faces Jason Momoa as Aquaman, 
Ezra Miller as The Flash and Ray Fisher as Cy-
borg.
 The Armageddon star, Ben Affleck says there 
has been a lot of pressure in the making of the 
film due to the large negative outcomes with 
Batman V. Superman in an interview with Bleed-
ing Cool.com. He also describes his character’s 
new outlook on being a hero.
 “I think there’s definitely a lot of expectation 
around this movie. But to put it on a more hum-
ble note, there are a lot of other people out there 
making really good movies too, so we’re playing 
in a bigger pool with bigger contenders now…
he’s in a more existential place, reflecting back 
on his life and realizing that he hasn’t always 
done what’s morally right in his quest to make 
the world safer, or better,” Affleck said.

Super heroes such as Batman, Superman and Wonder Woman have their own movies, but last month all these super heroes came together to save the world and form 
the Justice League starring Jason Momoa as Aquaman, Ben Affleck as Batman, Gal Gadot as Wonder Woman, Ray Fisher as Cyborg and Ezra Miller as the Flash.

T
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Life

STARRING THE EL CAPITAN PRODUCTION STAFF, YOUR FRIENDS AND YOU; WITH AN ALL-STAR 
SUPPORTING STAFF INCLUDING THE JEFFERSON & SILVA FACULTY AND MANY MORE.

FEATURING THE VOCAL AND MUSICAL TALENTS OF THE JEFFERSON CHOIR, BAND AND ORCHESTRA.

robertgrajeda 
staff writer

‘New Rules’ deemed masterpiece

ast rising British pop star 
DUA LIPA would like to invite 
all students to enter a creative 

writing-art-video contest around 
her #1 single NEW RULES, with 
5 grand prizes to each winning 
student of a DUA LIPA gift bag 
with items seen in her hit NEW 
RULES video. The response from 
fans when the single was first 
released inspired Dua to call on 
them to upload covers and lip syncs 
of “New Rules” online, tagging 
#DuasNewRules. This resulted in 
a collaboration video showcasing 
how the song has connected Dua 
with her fans and she would  like 
to extend the collobarations to high 
school students. You can view some 
of them at #DuasNewRules. The 
track also inspired some expertly 
executed parodies, like Instagram 
user @jakewil’s version.

Dua released the video for “New 
Rules” earlier this summer with 
an overwhelming response from 
fans and the press alike. Buzzfeed 
declared ““New Rules,” is not only 
your new summer anthem but also 
the video is a cinematic masterpiece” 
and PAPER raved “we’re in love 
with her self-empowered summer 
vibes.”

 Entries can be videos, lip syncs, 
essays, illustrations, graphics,  
haikus, poetry, video, art — or any 
other medium a student may wish 
to utilize.

The contest is open to all 
students ages 13-19 and all schools 
and submissions-links can be 
downloaded or sent to gomoxie@
gmail.com. The contest will 
run from November 10 through 
December 15  with the winners 
announced on December 18.

 Warner Bros Records and Dua 
will judge and select the winners on 
the basis of the following criteria: 
originality (25%), creativity 
(25%), self-expression (25%), 
and inspirational quality (25%). 
The five (5) highest scoreswill be 
deemed the winners.

 There will be 5 prizes-winners 
consisting of:

• Women’s Dua Lipa New Rules 
T-Shirt

• Waffle Bathroom Robe
• Women’s Pair of Black Furry 

Slides
• Yellow Flamingo New Rules Bag
• Black Dua Lipa Canvas Tote
Pop is fickle and fast-moving, 

but a knockout video can still be 
a game changer. Dua Lipa’s “New 
Rules” was an infectious summer 
pop sundae, and a knockout visual 
is getting it the plaudits it deserves. 
The must-watch video, a bright 
collision of highly GIF-able imagery 
featuring young women in pastel 
bathrobes performing elegant 
slumber party choreography and 
reminding each other that they’re 
better than their horrible ex, 
dropped on July 7. Lorde said it was 
the “dopest video [she’d] seen in 
ages,” and fans seem to agree; with 
more than132 million YouTube 
views. Two years after the release 
of her distinctive and well-crafted 

first single “New Love,” Lipa’s early 
promise has crystallized.

 You have to wonder whether 
the demographic of her supporters 
was in mind when she recorded 
the titular commandments of 
“New Rules”: “One, don’t pick up 
the phone/ ...Two, don’t let him in/ 
...Three, don’t be his friend.” Even 
before the video dropped, Lipa’s 
“rules” took on a life of their own. 
After her debut album Dua Lipacame 
out on June 2, Tumblr user zelvars 
placed the lyrics over peachy pastel 
colors, a fan site overlaid the track 
with a young girl losing it with 
hardstyle-esque moves, and user 
@imaustinbye captioned a bossed-
up freestyle over Nicki Minaj’s 
“CHIRAQ” beat with “New Rules by 
Dua Lipa (2017).”

 The release of “New Rules” gave 
Lipa something else that until then 
mostly eluded her: credibility. She 
has often talked in interviews about 
her feminist beliefs, and taking 
pride in her involvement with every 
aspect of her music. “New Rules” 
stylishly foregrounded those views 
in her visuals for the first time, 
with the inclusive, all-women 
clique uplifting each other with 
moments of self-care. (Hey, it said 
a lot more about Lipa as an artist 
than an Ansel Elgort cameo.) In 
an interview with The Cut about 
the video, Lipa was clear about her 
intentions: “I had saved pictures on 
my phone to use as reference points 
for the video. There was an image 
I’d saved of Naomi Campbell in 
the ‘80s — I think it was a Versace 

F

campaign — where she is basically 
holding another girl on her back. I 
loved the idea of girls looking after 
each other like that, holding each 
other, that sense of humility, that 
sense of strength.”

Maybe “New Rules” works so well 
because we’re seeing more of Lipa’s 
switched-on point of view than ever 
before. But it’s also just a really good 
video, and its success shows that 
even though so much has changed 
in pop since the halcyon days of 
TRL, videos still play a crucial part 
in how we connect to artists. She’s 
consistently had buzz, but “New 
Rules” shows that there’s focus to 
the hype. Best of all, it finally feels 
like we’re actually getting to know 
her.

British pop star DUA LIPA has invited high school students to 
compete for prizes in a writing-art-video competition.

Dua Gains Credibility with ‘New Rules’

Video Plays Key Role in ‘New Rules’ Release
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YOUR MEMORIES WILL BE JOLTED!


